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Our Current System of Health Care is 
Unsustainable



The Cost of Health Care in Canada



The Quality of Health Care in Canada



Social, Demographic and Political Factors 
Shaping the Debate

• An aging population
• The prominence of chronic diseases
• Utilization
• Fiscal restraint
• Classic federalism
• Rising social inequity



Growing Income Inequity



Growing Social Inequity 



The Social Determinants of Health and 
Canadian Society
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Growing Health Inequity 



Vulnerability



Canada’s Most Vulnerable



The Unique Challenges for the Elderly: 
Especially those Living in Poverty

• Models of care and chronic disease management
• Scopes of Practice
• Changes to accountability, funding and governance



The Unique Challenges for the Elderly at 
the Extremes of Society

Why?
• Mental illness/addictions
• Geography
• Disability
• Ethnicity

And above all poverty



Challenges to Effective Health Care for the 
Homeless





Advocating for Health Equity



Inequality as a Human Rights Issue

People who experience social inequity face violations of a 
wide range of human rights

This shifts the debate…

•Away from a focus on charity
•Toward the rights of citizens entitled to protection



Our Role in Achieving Health Equality
•Information for informed social policy decisions

•Creating effective health delivery systems for    prevention and care

•Anti-poverty measures

•Direct health care service

•Effecting positive social change through healthy public policy

•Advocating for values that are essential for health and health  care   but also for our 
community



To be good is noble.  To tell others how to be good is 
even nobler and a lot less trouble.

Mark Twain
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